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Cristi Puiu  _______________________________________________
Born in Bucharest, on April 3rd, 1967


He practiced painting from the age of 10 

In 1990, after the collapse of the communist regime, he participated in an exhibition in Lausanne (Switzerland), together with other young Romanian artists. 

Two years later, he passed the admission exam at the École Supérieure d’Arts Visuels in Geneva, the Painting department. At the end of the first year, he quit the painting classes for the film classes of the same school.
FILMOGRAPHY _____________________________________________ 
1993  Interieurs, fiction, video, 16 min.
1994  There’s no place like home, fiction, video, 16 min.
1995  Before breakfast – fiction, 22 min., 16 mm
1996 
25.12. Bucharest, North Railway Station – Beta Video, 30 min., documentary
1998 
The Asylum – documentary, 52 min., video
1998  Subcultura, TV show, Atomic TV, (13 episodes).
2001 
The stuff and the dough – feature film, fiction, 35 mm

2004 
Coffee and cigarettes – short, fiction, 35 mm 

2005 
The Death of Mr. Lazarescu – feature film, fiction, 35 mm

SCREENWRITING __________________________________________
1999  The Stuff and the Dough, fiction, written together with Razvan Radulescu 
2000  Niki and Flo, fiction, written together with Razvan Radulescu (directed by Lucian Pintilie) 
2000  Food for small fish (Hrana pentru pestii mici), fiction, written together with Razvan Radulescu – for MediaPro Pictures.
2001  Hacker,  TV series, 6 episodes, fiction, written together with Razvan Radulescu for Romanian national Television
2002  Offset, fiction, written together with Razvan Radulescu for  “Noir Film”, Germany (directed by Didi Danquaret).
2004  The Death of Mr. Lazarescu (Moartea domnului Lazarescu), fiction, written together with Razvan Radulescu
AWARDS ____________________________________________________
“Before breakfast” (1995) was selected in 1995 for the Film Festival in Locarno. 

“The Stuff & the Dough” (2001) won
Special Jury Award and Findling Award in Cottbus, 
FIPRESCI Award and Award for Best Actor (Alexandru Papadopol) in Thessaloníki,
PROCIREP Award in Angers, 
Abasto Award in Buenos Aires, 
Special mention in Trieste. 
The film was also selected for the Directors’ Fortnight at the Cannes Film Festival.

“Coffee and Cigarettes” (2004) won 
The Golden Bear Award for the best short film at the Berlin Film Festival, 
The Golden Bib Award in Zagreb, 
The Short Film Award at the Buenos Aires Festival.

“The Death of Mr. Lazarescu” (2005)
Prix Un Certain Regard - Fondation Gan pour le Cinema, Festival de Cannes, France
 
Best Director, Best Film from „Romania Screening” , Best Actor and Best Actrice, FIPRESCI Award and Audience Award at Transilvania International Film Festival (TIFF) [Romania] 

The Silver Orb for the best feature film at  Alba Regia Film Festival [Hungary]

The Golden Tower for the Best Film at Palic Film Festival [Serbia and Montenegro] 

Propeler of Motovun for the best film  and Amnesty International Human Rights Award at Motovun Film Festival [Croatia]

The Golden Swan Award for Best Actor, Ion Fiscuteanu and Grand Prix du Jury at Copenhagen International Film Festival [Denmark]

Critics' Award at Norwegian International Film Festival – Haugesund [Norway]
 
Bayard d`Or for Best Film, Bayard d`Or for Best Actrice – Luminita Gheorghiu and Special Mention at Festival International du Film Francophone de Namur [Belgium]

The Discovery of the Year Award at Reykjavik International Film Festival [Iceland]
 
Le grand prix Cinessonne and Prix Étudiants/La Poste at CiNESSONE Festival [France] 

The Silver Hugo – Special Jury Prize at Chicago International Film Festival [U.S.A.]

ALTER-NATIVE Prize for Best Actor at Targu Mures ALTER-NATIVE Film Festival [Romania] 
 
Ecumenical Award at Seville Festival de Cine [Spain]

Special Mention of the Jury, Special Mention of the Ecumenical Jury and Award of the Student Jury at International Film Festival Bratislava [Slovakia] 
 
Special Jury Prize and Special Mention at Tallinn Black Nights film Festival [Lithuania]

FIPRESCI Award for Best Actor – Ion Fiscuteanu at Palm Springs International Film Festival [U.S.A.]

Trieste Prize for the Best Feature Film at Trieste Film Festival [Italy]

FICCO Prize for the Best Feature Film at Mexico City International Contemporary Film Festival [Mexic]

Awards Nominations for “The death of Mr. Lazarescu”

Nomination for Best Film at HOLLYWOOD WORLD AWARD [U.S.A.], 2005

Nominations for Best Director and for Best Screenplay at EUROPEAN FILM ACADEMY AWARDS [Europe], 2005
 
Nomination for Best Foreign Film at INDEPENDENT SPIRIT AWARD [U.S.A.], 2006
 






